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n.ected, they are unique in the mass of documents that Hobespierre left behind him. There is not present in fcliein that choice of words which is hardly ever missing oven in his most casual writings. There are one or two erasures, but they are not the result of thought and fastidiousness (as were commonly his second phrases), tliey are the result of mere haste. He has written a word that would be useless, meaningless, or illegible, and he substitutes, in almost equal haste, another. That is the testimony of the writing. It has every mark of a document demanded at a moment's notice by lais friend, and drafted in the hour before he spoke.
For, his vote once given in the Committee, he persevered as men persevere in a monstrous evil. After such a vote, Danton saved would be Danton an enemy, and Daiiton an enemy following the very path of popular clomoncy that Robespierre intended to follow. Such a Danton would have meant the end of the Committee, tilio end of that ideal of a half-religious, half-political dominion which Robespierre thought now to be in his grasp, and with which he desired " to make this nation tlio refuge of the oppressed and the terror of oppressors."
Ho gave his vote, and fell into the fatal groove which tnat beginning made for him; he was to race down it, tnrough the aggravation of the Terror, to his own death, and was to hear in the agony of Thermidor the name of Danton striking him down like a spear.
I have described elsewhere the trial, the condemnation and the death of the Indulgents. Here I am concerned only with the man who had permitted this sacrifice, and who shut himself in alone throughout that jnorning and refused himself to all.
Hidden in his room over the narrow yard whence tihe conquerors had run out to see the tumbrils go by, lie hoard the roaring of the crowd, the creaking of theality. Nervous, hurried, dwcorn. But Robespierre was not concerned toy majority of the groat Committee. It is impossible to notice the >n of Kobespierre in the matter of the Vieax Cordelier and of the I moderation without being convinced of tho truth of this view.
